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History
• July 1988 – Indiana enacted Public Law 123-1988

• ISDH is responsible for investigating carriers of 
communicable diseases

• Health Directive, Indiana Code 16-18-2-166: When 
a carrier is found to represent a serious & present 
danger to the health of others, the individual is to 
be approached from a public health standpoint 
that operates below the level of criminal law  

• Includes the least restrictive measures
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Advocacy, Responsibility & 
Counseling Program (ARC)

Primary Objectives

• Decrease the spread of HIV by ensuring the 
compliance of the Duty to Warn laws as set 
forth by the state of Indiana.

• To receive complaints of persons who are not 
complying with the Duty to Warn laws
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Duty to Warn  
IC 16-41-7

Individuals must inform sexual and needle 
sharing partners of their status prior to:

•Engaging in protected or unprotected sexual acts

•Engaging in needle sharing activities

•Signing a donor card or document or

•Donating body fluids or parts
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Liability
• Any person who has a reasonable cause to 

believe that another person is a serious and 
present danger to the health of others and 
has engaged in non-compliant behaviors or 
suspected of being a person at risk may make 
a report

• A person who makes a report in good faith is 
not subject to liability in civil, administrative, 
disciplinary or criminal actions
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How To File A Complaint
• Verbal complaint

• Can be cause for a Duty To Warn

• Written complaint
• Can be cause for a Duty To Warn or a

• Requirement for a Health Directive to 
be issued
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Confidentiality
• HIV+ status is unknown until the case is 

researched

• Complainant is only informed of what can 
happen, not the actual outcome of the case

• Recalcitrant is not provided with any 
information about the complainant, time 
line, or any other details of the complaint
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After a Complaint is Filed
• HIV+ status is verified

• Written statement(s) and ISDH 
documentation is reviewed by:

Surveillance, Division Director, 

Assistant Commissioner and 

State Health Commissioner
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Outcomes
• Personal visit and a review of the Duty to 

Warn

• Personal visit, review of the Duty to Warn 
and served with a Health Directive

• Court action
• Only if the individual fails to attend mandate 

counseling

• Results in a court order vs. a state mandate to 
attend counseling
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Contact Information
Marsha Ford, Public Health Investigator

Direct:  317-233-7211

Toll free:  800-376-2501

Indiana State Department of  Health

2 North Meridian Street, 6-C

Division of  HIV/STD/Viral Hepatitis

Indianapolis, IN  46204
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